
  

 

Good steward 
Floyd honored for forest efforts 

 

By David Irvine 

Daily Dispatch Writer 

Article Courtesy of the Daily Dispatch 

Preston Floyd owns several farms in Vance 

County. Most of his 900 acres are in timber.  

Managing that much land takes effort and 

persistence. But he doesnôt do it alone.  

A major source of assistance is the N.C. For-

est Stewardship Program, a cooperative ef-

fort to help landowners achieve their objec-

tives for their forests. 

On Friday, May 11, the N.C. Forest Service 

presented Floyd a certificate acknowledging 

his Forest Stewardship efforts on his 245-

acre ñTower Tractò and 100-acre ñVan Dyke 

Farm Tract.ò  

Vance County Ranger Brad Manring pre-

sented the certificate, which gave the reason 

for the award: ñIn recognition of outstanding resource management and exemplary improve-

ments to the wildlife, soil and water, timber, recreation and aesthetics of North Carolinaôs for-

ests for this and future generations.ò 

Landowners have very diverse uses for forest land. The Forest Stewardship program is de-

signed to help them manage their properties for multiple benefits, whether for timber, wildlife, 

soil and water, or recreation. 

Accompanying Manring for the presentation were Christian Hirni, management ranger for the 

district, and Tyler Warren, assistant ranger. 

ñI want to acknowledge these guys,ò Floyd said, indicating the three Forest Service representa-

tives. ñIf I have a question, they give me advice and ð whatôs more important ð assistance.ò  

Floyd described part of his process in managing his timber. Itôs an ongoing job. Young trees 

are cropped for pulp wood, he said. ñThen I go in and take out any crooked or damaged trees 

for chip-n-saw.ò  
(Continued on page 2) 

Summer 

2012 

Preston Floyd received Stewardship certification from 

the North Carolina Forest Service for his farms near 

Kittrell.  

 
 

PHOTOS BY  

DAILY DISPATCH 
Mark Dolejs 

North Carolina Forest Service rangers Brad Manning 

(center) and Tyler Warren (right) presented Preston 

Floyd with Stewardship certiication for his farms near 

Kittrell.  

 



2 

Çhip-n-saw is a technique to produce chips for pulpwood as well as small dimension lumber. The remaining trees will 

be harvested when they are 20-plus years old. Exactly when, depends on the market and other factors, he said. 

The Forest Stewardship Program involves cooperation between the landowner and the Forest Service. The program is 

voluntary. Participants receive recognition for their achievements in promoting total forest resource management. 

It starts with a plan tailored to the landownerôs goals for the property. Activities are scheduled to enhance the forest 

for wildlife, soil and water quality, timber production, recreational opportunities and natural beauty. The plan follows 

a schedule that is compatible with the ownerôs resources and ability to conduct the work. 

Stewardship practices do not need to be expensive to be beneficial. The agency makes recommendations and the land-

owner decides which activities to pursue. The recommendations focus on practical modifications to existing condi-

tions rather than costly investment. 

Floyd also gives attention to other aspects of his property. He has sowed seed for switch grass along the road side.  

ñIt puts down roots 10 feet,ò he said, making it a good deterrent to erosion. It will grow high enough to make it an in-

viting habitat for rabbits and other small wildlife. 

North Carolinaôs forests play a significant role in the stateôs economy. More than $17 billion worth of manufactured 

forest products are shipped annually. In addition, recreation, travel and tourism contribute more than $10 billion to the 

stateôs economy each year. 

To learn more about the N.C. Forest Stewardship Program visit the N.C. Forest Service online at http://

ncforestservice.gov and following links under ñManaging Your Forestò or contact Manring at (252) 438-7249 or 

Stewardship Coordinator Les Hunter at (919) 857-4833. 

Contact the writer at dirvine@hendersondispatch.com.  
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Forest Biomass Retention and Harvesting Guidelines for the Southeast 

Forest Guild releases new essential guidelines for the sustainable harvest of wood from forests for energy produc-

tion 

The Forest Guild's new guidelines for sustainable harvest of forest biomass in the Southeast details how to produce 

renewable energy from the region's forests while still protecting them for future generations. 

  

"The Forest Guild guidelines show a much needed middle path. We don't have to forfeit environmental protection to 

produce renewable energy and create jobs," explained Mike DeBonis, Forest Guild Executive Director. 

  

Developing domestic, renewable sources of energy is a national priority, and in 

the Southeast, forest biomass is a potential source of renewable energy and fuel 

that also supports local economies. Already, the Southeast is exporting thousands 

of tons of forest biomass to Europe in the form of wood pellets to be burned in-

stead of coal. Forecasts for forest bioenergy suggest harvesting levels could grow 

by over 100 percent by 2050. These harvests could also add to ecological stress 

caused by an expanding population, a warming climate, and spread of exotic 

plants and animals. The Forest Guild used the best available science and profes-

sional judgment of on-the-ground foresters from the region to identify practices 

that ensure the forest can support wildlife, maintain biodiversity, provide clean 

water, sequester carbon, protect soil productivity, and continue to produce income 

for the long term. 

  

The guidelines were developed by a working group of 16 Forest Guild members 

from the Southeast and aided by Forest Guild staff. Together the working group 

identified practical and flexible targets for biomass retention. The guidelines iden-

tify the forest conditions that call for specific amounts of logging residues to re-

main in the forest during biomass harvest as well as the numbers and sizes of dead 

and dying standing trees that are necessary to maintain wildlife habitat. Read the 

guidelines here. 

Silviculture & Fire  

An Evening Burn to Restore Mountain Forests 
 

Posted by zhoyle 

 

The North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission (NCWRC) and the 

Southern Research Station(SRS) have been cooperating for over 10 years to 

study prescribed burning in the Southern Appalachian Mountains on state-

owned Green River Game Land in Polk County, NC.  

 

The afternoon and evening of January 31, crews burned study plots on the 

Green River Game Land site for the third time since 2003. Fire crews from the Forest Service, NCWRC, and the 

North Carolina Forest Service ignited ridges and fire lines to produce cool and slow-moving backing fires through-

out the 60-acre study area.  Crew members worked through the night to make sure that the fire was completely out.  

 

The study, part of the National Fire and Fire Surrogates Study originally funded by the National Fire Plan and the 

Joint Fire Science Program, is currently supported by the SRS Center for Forest Disturbance Science.  It is the only 

study that follows changes to many parts of the Appalachian ecosystem through multiple prescribed fires.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1109351981305&s=3024&e=001Zgxk6maeBV9RAvDgKZdVvuFlYQdEafjQvTWarF8DkxzWcIdw-ebxWxPJT4hqVGbsnTcMefr7uyh1mx7INRNLL1JO-qB7C57RVgVFp6E78Xh6BETJgxc_XbojjLnqIT9dxrLwK6b_1Nfc6zn8RkHD18E8NQVrzBquQX8BC40eysSQuDpw5JxsMTPJC9-q1HGYeKeueBbI40E=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1109351981305&s=3024&e=001Zgxk6maeBV9RAvDgKZdVvuFlYQdEafjQvTWarF8DkxzWcIdw-ebxWxPJT4hqVGbsnTcMefr7uyh1mx7INRNLL1JO-qB7C57RVgVFp6E78Xh6BETJgxc_XbojjLnqIT9dxrLwK6b_1Nfc6zn8RkHD18E8NQVrzBquQX8BC40eysSQuDpw5JxsMTPJC9-q1HGYeKeueBbI40E=
http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/compass/author/zhoyle/
http://www.ncwildlife.org/
http://www.frames.gov/portal/server.pt/community/fire_and_fire_surrogates_study/363
http://www.forestdisturbance.net/
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Fish & Wildlife  

Outdoors: Going for grouse in North Carolina mountains 

By Monica Holland 

Reprint Courtesy of the Fayetteville Observer 

Deep in the mountain forests, tangles of wild 

grape and bitter berries draped over fallen tim-

ber create what Craig Byers calls grouse huts. 

"You can find these little areas where nature's 

done its own clear cut," he says. "And grouse 

love 'em." 

Having spent his entire life in western North 

Carolina, Byers can recall a time when clear 

cuts were a common forest management prac-

tice spanning the 1,091,774 acres of national 

forests in mountain counties. 

Cuts would tear away the canopy of dense foli-

age created by mature trees and allow sunlight 

to reach the woodland floor, sparking new 

growth of wild vines and thick brush that pro-

vide food and cover for upland game. 

The resulting field day for grouse peaked, ac-

cording to small-game biologist John Wooding, in the 1980s. 

"Back in the 1920s and early 30s when they went through and logged the mountains, there was a lot of fire following 

that and then the vegetation began to recover over a 30 to 50-year period," he says. "It was incredible habitat for 

grouse because they like that scruffy, brushy habitat. 

"In the past 20 or 30 years as the forest has matured, the quantity of that brushy stuff has gone way down." 

Mountain hunters old enough to have toted a shotgun into the thicket 30 years ago have seen the best of N.C. grouse 

hunting. But there's still some decent action to be had. 

Byers is a hunting guide for Curtis Wright Outfitters, based in Asheville. He's had upwards of 20 flushes in a strong 

single day of hunting, but the standard is closer to three to six flushes on a half-day with clients. Finding the birds 

isn't a sure thing, but it isn't always an issue. Hitting them, on the other hand, can be tough. 

Fast flyers 

Even if hunters scare up a group of grouse 10 times, they may only have one or two opportunities to shoot. 

"It's the most difficult upland bird to hunt," Byers says. "This year we've probably shot 20 times with clients, maybe 

25, and we haven't cut a feather. But I can take out a dozen quail, and they fly fast, but we'll probably shoot all 12 of 

those." 

The wings of the ruffed grouse make a thunderous sound in the quiet woods when they take off as a predator, in this 

case a hunter, gets too close. "It's so loud your instinct is to back up, and that gives them a second or two to get up in 

Contributed photo 

Craig Byers and his pointer, Baby Girl, try to flush grouse during a hunt in western 

N.C. Byers looks for clear cuts that are about six years old for optimal ruffed grouse 

habitat, who often feed on wild grapes and bitter berries. 

http://www.fayobserver.com/help/staff/monica-holland
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the air and get out of there. 

"The slowest point in their flight is coming off the 

ground. As soon as they start any forward motion, they're 

picking up speed. You're always shooting at a blur," 

Byers says. 

The challenge is a draw to grouse hunters. Something 

about the whoosh of the takeoff is addictive and thrilling, 

no matter how many times one sees and hears it. Some 

people love the taste of the meat. And some people are 

happy to have a lengthy hunting span - Oct. 17-Feb. 29 

this season - to get their dogs in the field. 

Well-trained bird dogs point to indicate a hot scent, al-

though grouse don't necessarily leave heavy scent be-

cause they are on the move so often. The dog holds point, 

allowing hunters to position themselves for a good shot. 

Dogs also flush and retrieve game. 

Difficult terrain  

Byers points out that mountain terrain is more difficult to 

handle than flat land, and dogs as well as hunters need to 

be in good shape. And after a solid day in the field, the dog will need to rest for a day. "The dog's actually leading 

me," Byers says. "I'm helping her and letting her know which way to go, but she sets a pace that won't let you just go 

strolling through the woods." 

Grouse won't be found near trails or logging roads, so be prepared to get into some thick cover. Once you're well off 

the beaten path, watch the dog work. 

"When the dog points, that's when the game gets a little more serious," Byers says. "The birds are not going to hold 

very long, so we've got to get in there and get in there fast. 

"You have to be on your game - know where everybody is, know where the dog is." 

Gearing up 

Byers recommends some safety orange on every section of the body, along with an orange cap. You want to be able to 

pick up that color peripherally before you go swinging your shotgun. 

He also suggests lightweight, briar-proof clothing. You want to shiver when you get out of the truck. If you're not 

shivering, take something off, because the hunt will be fast-paced and it will speed up the heart rate. 

And while birds are more difficult to find than they used to be, the U.S. Forest Service is helping out with prescribed 

burns. More than 2,000 acres were burned at the end of the past year, and in 2010, more than 24,000 acres were 

burned among N.C.'s four national forests. The burns clear competition for native plants and add nutrients back into 

the soil. 

Along with natural clearings from tornadoes and ice storms, these burns help to create more habitat for the grouse, and 

more happy hunting for folks like Byers. 

"It's an acquired thing to learn how to hit a bird that fast, but it's fun," he says. "I think it's the ultimate challenge." 

Monica Holland can be reached at 323-4848 ext 440, or hollandm@fayobserver.com. 

Contributed photo 

Bird dogs, such as this Verein Deutsch Drahthaar, point out, flush and re-

trieve upland game birds such as ruffed grouse. 

mailto:hollandm@fayobserver.com
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Cold Water for Trout  
Posted by zhoyle on February 16, 2012 

 

Joint research by SRS and the U.S. Geological Survey 

The names of southern riversðRoanoke, French Broad, Neuse, Apa-

lachicola, Tar, Tennesseeðare nothing if not evocative. As you read them, you may think first of the long human 

history of the areaðor picture the lazy flow of summer waterðbut the rivers and streams of the southeastern United 

States are actually better known worldwide for the unique and diverse aquatic ecosystems they harbor. 

Species in these ecosystemsðespecially those dependent on cold temperatures such as native eastern brook troutð

are already stressed by recurring droughts and will undoubtedly be impacted further by climate change. Early pre-

dictions suggest that rising temperatures could potentially reduce habitat for highly prized native trout species to a 

few mountain refuges. 

Resource managers in the Southeast are more and more challenged to balance human demands for water quantity 

and quality with the habitat needs of freshwater aquatic species. Managers have access to national databases and 

models from multiple sources, but lack both regional data and a framework for addressing species and site-specific 

questions. To develop strategies and to make decisions designed to minimize the effects of climate change on both 

humans and aquatic species, managers need more precise science-based tools. 

Read more: http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/compass/2012/02/16/cold-water-for-trout/ 

Removing Privet Helps Restore Native 

Bee Populations 
Posted by zhoyle 

 

When plants travel the world, they escape the checks and balances 

of their ancestral ecosystems and can multiply without bounds, 

competing with native plants for light, nutrients, and water. Do 

nonnative invasive plants also disrupt native bee populations? 

 

Jim Hanula, research entomologist with the SRS Insects, Dis-

eases and Invasive Plants unit , explored this question by com-

paring bee diversity and abundance in forests where Chinese privet had been removed, had never invaded, and 

where it still dominated the shrubby layer. Hanula found that removing Chinese privet provided immediate benefits 

for native pollinators, even when there were no specific efforts to restore native plant communities. 

 

Chinese privet (Ligustrum sinens), first brought to the United States as an ornamental shrub, now infests over 2.5 

million acres of public land across 12 southern states and countless more acres of privately owned land, roadsides, 

and forested urban areas. Hanula and his team removed privet from study sites in the Piedmont area of Geor-

gia using chainsaws, mulching, and herbicides. They found that within a year, bee populations were larger and more 

diverse. In fact, areas where privet had been removed by mulching hosted average bee populations of 418 per plot, 

while areas where privet had not been removed had average populations of only 35 bees per plot. The bee popula-

tions in treated plots continued to soar, and by 2007, bee abundance and diversity in all the treated sites was similar 

to that in forests that had never been invaded by privet. 

Read more: http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/compass/2012/02/14/removing-privet-helps-restore-native-bee-

populations/ 

Invasive Species Updates 

http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/compass/author/zhoyle/
http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/compass/2012/02/16/cold-water-for-trout/
http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/compass/author/zhoyle/
http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/staff/263
http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/idip/
http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/idip/
http://wiki.bugwood.org/Archive:IPSF/Ligustrum_sinense,_L._vulgare,_L._obtusifolium,_L._ovalifolium
http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/compass/2012/02/14/removing-privet-helps-restore-native-bee-populations/
http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/compass/2012/02/14/removing-privet-helps-restore-native-bee-populations/
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Laurel wilt found in Brunswick County  

The N.C. Forest Service confirmed this February that laurel wilt, a devastating disease of redbay and other plants in 

the laurel family, has been identified in Brunswick County near the communities of Sandy Creek and Northwest. 

The disease has been identified across the Southeast in portions of South Carolina, Georgia and Florida. In North 

Carolina it was discovered in Bladen, Columbus, Sampson and Pender counties in 2011. 

Laurel wilt is introduced into the tree by the non-native redbay ambrosia beetle. The female beetle bores through the 

bark of the tree, carrying the fungus on her mouthparts. Once the beetle is inside the tree, she makes tunnels where 

she will lay eggs. The fungal spores grow in these tunnels, blocking the movement of water from tree roots and 

causing the tree to wilt and eventually die from lack of water. This fungus is extremely fast-acting, and trees typi-

cally will die within a month of infection. 

Symptoms of laurel wilt disease include drooping reddish or purplish foliage. Evidence of redbay ambrosia beetle 

attack may be found in the main stem; often strings of chewed wood called frass toothpicks can be seen sticking out 

of the entry holes. Removal of tree bark reveals black streaking in the outer wood. It is believed the pest can travel 

about 20 miles a year naturally, but can spread more quickly when fungus-carrying beetles are moved in wood, such 

as firewood, to new areas. Homeowners with dead redbay trees are encouraged to keep cut trees on their property. 

Dead trees should not be transported off site to a landfill or off site to be used as firewood. Proper disposal of red-

bay includes leaving wood on site, cutting or chipping wood on site, or burning wood on site in compliance with 

local and state ordinances. In areas where burning is allowed, a permit can be obtained from the N.C. Forest Service 

through a local burn permit agent, a county rangerôs office, or online at http://ncforestservice.gov/. Just look for 

ñBurn Permitsò under the quick links section. 

In North Carolina, sassafras, pondberry, pondspice, swampbay and spicebush also fall in the laurel family and could 

be affected by this disease. 

This destructive pest was first discovered in Georgia in 2002. It is believed the fungus and the redbay ambrosia bee-

tle arrived in the United States in wooden crating material from Southeast Asia. 

To learn more about laurel wilt, visit http://www.fs.fed.us/r8/foresthealth/laurelwilt/index.shtml, or call Jason 

Moan, forest health monitoring coordinator with the N.C. Forest Service, at 919-553-6178, ext. 223. 

Using a Wasp to Catch a 

Beetle: The Quest to 

Save Ash Trees 

By Stone Ng  

 

For nearly a decade, a tiny alien menace, a 

beetle known as the emerald ash borer, 

has been destroying some of the nationôs 

most iconic native trees. Now researchers 

are honing a new method that uses wasps 

to ferret out these invasive beetles. The 

technique could help prevent the spread-

ing of the emerald ash borer, as well as 

benefit other imperiled plants in the fu-

ture, both in the U.S. and abroad. 

The emerald ash borer is a small, green 

beetle of the Buprestidae family, a group 

http://www.fs.fed.us/r8/foresthealth/laurelwilt/index.shtml
http://magblog.audubon.org/blogger/stone-ng
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more commonly known as jewel 

beetles. Ash borer larvae feed on 

a treeôs cambium, the layer di-

rectly under its bark where water 

and nutrients are transported. Ten 

years ago, the first of these bee-

tles was found in Michigan, acci-

dentally brought from Eastern 

Asia by boat. This highly destruc-

tive insect has since spread to 14 

other states and two Canadian 

provinces, killing more than 50 

million ash trees in the process 

and causing tens of millions of 

dollars in property damage. 

Commonly used as firewood and 

in furniture, ash wood produces 

more than 25 billion dollarsô 

worth of revenue annually for 

Eastern States. Ash tree decline 

doesnôt just hurt business; it se-

verely alters ecosystemsðash 

trees can comprise up to 40 per-

cent of the trees in certain areas of forests. 

Figuring out how to dampen the emerald ash borerôs threat is complicated. Just finding it is a problemðmost known 

surveying methods for this particular insect are expensive and ineffective. The beetles spend most of their time un-

der tree bark, and their size and green color make them virtually invisible to people when they do venture out of 

their trees. 

The good news is that scientists from various institutions have developed a new method of tracking the beetles based 

on a technique called bio-surveillance. Put simply, they found that in order to catch an insect, it helps to be an insect. 

Scientists discovered that a certain species of native wasp (Cerceris fumipennis) hunts only jewel beetles, including 

the ash borer, which it uses to feed its larvae. By identifying the types of jewel beetles wasps bring back to their 

nests, the researchers can get a handle on whether or not a forestôs ash trees are endangered. For example, if there 

are no emerald ash borers in a nest full of 50 jewel beetles, then a forest is considered free of infestation. 

So what happens when they find an emerald ash borer? ñRemoving [emerald ash borers] from an area is not going to 

happen, sadly,ò says Dr. Claire Rutledge of the Connecticut Agri-

cultural Experiment Station, which is participating in the bio-

surveillance research, ñso what [we need] is management, to try 

and spare as many trees as possible, and also to cope with the 

number of resulting dead trees.ò The first step is to quarantine the 

area. Then, the trees must be treated with insecticides. Since heav-

ily infested trees have no chance of surviving, they must be cut 

down and removed to prevent the spread of ash borers. 

Researchers are also using the wasp to survey resident beetle 

populations across the state as well as for other national and inter-

national environmental issues. With the success that itôs achieving 

now, it is very likely that bio-surveillance will become a common 

research method around the world. 

Source:  http://www.audubon.org/ 

http://magblog.audubon.org/using-wasp-catch-beetle-quest-save-

ash-trees#.TxmrCwa4hiE.twitter 

A map of emerald ash borer sightings  

http://www.emeraldashborer.info/files/Multistate_EAB_Insecticide_Fact_Sheet.pdf
http://www.audubon.org/
http://magblog.audubon.org/using-wasp-catch-beetle-quest-save-ash-trees#.TxmrCwa4hiE.twitter
http://magblog.audubon.org/using-wasp-catch-beetle-quest-save-ash-trees#.TxmrCwa4hiE.twitter

