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Bald Cypress

(Taxodium distichum var distichum)

Pond Cypress

Taxodium distichum var nutans)(noding)

Annual growth versus removals
for Florida’s cypress, 1987-1994
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Florida Cypress Task Force 

Research

Management

Training

Began the Cypress Initiative

Site
Area

(acre)

AC 2.5

RAY 2.2

IP 2.7

F1 5.2

F2 2.0

PCA
1

2.5

PCA
2

5.2

G 3.0

Contracted with UF 
and identified 8 

study sites

TAYLOR
LAFAYETTE

ALACHUADIXIE

LEVY

8

4
5

3

7
6

2
1
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Harvesting:
Treatment and plot layout at each of the 8 sites

Shearhead Sawhead

Shallow well

Leave  trees
5 mature 
cypress per acre

0.12 acre plot

3 stump heights:
 at mean high water 

level
 16 inches above
 8 inches below

Stump damage by equipment
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Sawhead stumps 
after harvest

Shearhead stumps 
after harvest

BMP Recommendations 
Pondcypress Wetlands

• Cut trees at (or above) the high water mark

• This insures that if a wet winter occurs, the stump sprouts 
will be above the water

• Where cypress trees dominate the stand, leave 5 cypress trees 
per acre

• This will insure that natural seedlings occur
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Use Low ground pressure equipmentUse Low ground pressure equipment

Shovel (Mat) Logging 
Operation

Tracked “shovel machine”

Skidder

Tracked feller-buncher

“Timber Mat”
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BMP Training Program

Annual Workshops

Special Workshops

Master Logger Workshops

University Extension 
Landowner Workshops

Florida Cypress Task Force and  
Cypress Initiative

Research

Management

Training


