
Getting soil survey 
maps online

This shows screenshots taken by using 
Internet Explorer.

Different web browsers may appear 
differently, but should still function.



Go to this website, for NC soil surveys:
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/surveylist/soils/survey/state/?stateId=NC

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/surveylist/soils/survey/state/?stateId=NC


Scroll down the website page, to find the County you need. Click on the County Name.
Do not select “current”....because that takes you to WebSoil Survey, and you cannot use
WebSoil Survey for the Riparian Buffer Rules.

In this example, 
I clicked on 
Nash County.

Then click on
“Manuscript”.

(Note: file size is 
very large, it may 
take several 
minutes to 
download the PDF 
depending on your
internet connection
speed)



This is the “manuscript” PDF file for Nash County. Got to the left column, and scroll down to the 
bottom.  If you don’t see this column, click on the little bookmark icon at the left (circled), to make 
this Bookmark column visible. (NOTE: This assumes using Adobe Reader DC version)



NOTE:  This shows Mozilla Firefox access to this manuscript PDF.
If you do not see the left column, then click on the “Toggle Sidebar” button, circled.



Click on “Index to Map Sheets”, or some manuscripts call it “Detailed Soil Maps”.



A new PDF file will download, showing an overall map of the whole county with a 
Map Sheet Index Grid. Click on the numbered grid you wish to view.



In this example, I clicked on Grid #4. 
A new PDF file will download, showing the detailed soil survey map.  
You can then Save this PDF to your computer, and reference it in the future.


