Getting soil survey
maps online

This shows screenshots taken by using
Internet Explorer.

Different web browsers may appear
differently, but should still function.



Go to this website, for NC soil surveys:
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/surveylist/soils/survey/state/?stateld=NC
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Soil survey information is regularly updated and posted to the Web Soil Survey, which is the official source for
current information. The Web Soil Survey provides both tabular and spatial data and allows you to create a
custom soil resource report for your specific area of interest. In the table below, clicking on a survey area that is
listed as "current” takes you to the Web Soil Survey.

Supplemental information is available in the form of published seil surveys. USDA has published scil surveys
since 1899. Many of these publications are archived as PDF files. In the table below, clicking on a survey area
that is listed "yes" for "Archived PDF online” takes you to a link to the files. Most of the archived soil surveys
include detailed soil maps. For more information on accessing the maps, click here.

Printed copies of soil surveys are available at Federal depository libraries and in some cases at USDA offices. For
information about reference copies (CD or paper) of a publication or for information about publications that are
not on the following list, contact the State Conservationist.

web Soil
Survey
(generated
from official
soil data)

Archived PDF
online

Soil survey name (Click links for online surveys.)

Alamance County 1901 Yes Mo
Alamance County 1960 Yes Mo
Alamance County current No Yes
Alexander County 1995 Yes Mo

Alexander County current No Yes



https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/surveylist/soils/survey/state/?stateId=NC

Scroll down the website page, to find the County you need. Click on the County Name.
Do not select “current”....because that takes you to WebSoil Survey, and you cannot use
WebSoil Survey for the Riparian Buffer Rules.

In this example,
| clicked on
Nash County.

Then click on
“Manuscript”.

(Note: file size is
very large, it may
take several
minutes to
download the PDF
depending on your
internet connection
speed)
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This is the “manuscript” PDF file for Nash County. Got to the left column, and scroll down to the
bottom. If you don’t see this column, click on the little bookmark icon at the left (circled), to make

this Bookmark column visible. (NOTE: This assumes using Adobe Reader DC version)
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NOTE: This shows Mozilla Firefox access to this manuscript PDF.
If you do not see the left column, then click on the “Toggle Sidebar” button, circled.
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Click on “Index to Map Sheets”, or some manuscripts call it “Detailed Soil Maps”.

B = L@; i ® ® @ ©® - cowsm [ OO b @ Q B T ® signin

O Bookmarks X (=l &
R\ Ynited States In cooperation wih_ . <> Export PDF v
=2 B e et Soil Survey of
m ggg\sawa“m EETE%:;ES?M:!: NaSh County, ﬁ Create PDF W
vcwancu ouil Service ina Agricultural 1
W v : 7 Research Saie, and North Carolina
@ ap UnltS Doard of Commiasionera D_ Edlt PDF
[l Prime Farmland -
Q > [ useand 54 Comment
Management of
the Soils Combine Files v

> [1 Soil Properties

5 B

> [l Formation of the Organize Pages

Soils

D

v [l Classification of Redact

the Soils
> [ Soil Seriesand | 4 » O Protect
Their
Morphology 8 optimize PDF

[1 References
A Fill & Sign

[ Glossary
> [ Tables x& Adobe Sign
[1 General Soil 3
. sMa.:)L e [ [ Send for Review
oil Legend an

Conventional

Symbols Legen

[] Index to Map
Sheets (Detailed
Soil Maps)

Convert and edit PDFs
with Acrobat Pro DC

Start Free Trial




A new PDF file will download, showing an overall map of the whole county with a
Map Sheet Index Grid. Click on the numbered grid you wish to view.
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In this example, | clicked on Grid #4.
A new PDF file will download, showing the detailed soil survey map.
«— You can then Save this PDF to your computer, and reference it in the future.
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